WikiLeaks Document Release 

http://wikileaks.org/wiki/CRS-RS21355 
February 2, 2009 

Congressional Research Service 
Report RS21355 

Turkey’s November 3, 2002 National Election 

Carol Migdalovitz, Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Trade Division 
Updated November 14, 2002 

Abstract. In Turkey’s November 3, 2002 national election, voters vented their frustrations over an impoverishing 
recession, a painful IMF program, and endemic corruption by expelling the governing coalition parties and 
others. The Justice and Development Party (AKP), which has Islamist roots, won by occupying the terrain 
of the majority center-right of Turkish politics. It will form a government without its leader, Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who has been banned because of an Islamist speech. AKP’s highest priorities are economic recovery 
and accession negotiations with the European Union. It might offer the United States a useful model of a Muslim 
democracy, and its initially pragmatic foreign policy may be in line with U.S. aims regarding Iraq, Cyprus, and 
the European Union. 



http://wikileaks.org/wiki/CRS-RS21355 



Order Code RS21355 
November 14, 2002 



CRS Report for Congress 

Received through the CRS Web 



Turkey’s November 3, 2002 National Election 

Carol Migdalovitz 

Specialist in Middle Eastern Affairs 
Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Trade Division 



Summary 



In Turkey’s November 3, 2002 national election, voters vented their frustrations 
over an impoverishing recession, a painful International Monetary Fund program, and 
endemic corruption by expelling the governing coalition parties and others. The Justice 
and Development Party (AKP), which has Islamist roots, won by occupying the terrain 
of the majority center-right of Turkish politics. It will form a government without its 
leader, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has been banned because of an Islamist speech. 
AKP’s highest priorities are economic recovery and accession negotiations with the 
European Union. It might offer the United States a useful model of a Muslim 
democracy, and its initially pragmatic foreign policy may be in line with U.S. aims 
regarding Iraq, Cyprus, and the European Union. (See also CRS Report RL3 1794, Iraq: 
Turkey and the Deployment of U.S. Forces. 



Background 

The April 1999 national election in Turkey brought to power an ideologically 
mismatched three-party coalition government. While 77-year old Prime Minister Bulent 
Ecevit of the Democratic Left Party (DSP) was hospitalized in spring 2002, differences 
worsened between his two coalition partners over reforms needed for European Union 
(EU) membership. The government was paralyzed. Yet, all three partners resisted calls 
for an early election because they wanted to stay in office long enough for voters to feel 
the effects of an economic recovery from the worst recession in 50 years. On June 30, 
2002, Nationalist Action Party (MHP) leader Devlet Bahceli surprisingly called for an 
early national election to be held November 3, instead of in April 2004 as scheduled. The 
move was aimed at ending political intrigues that he suspected were intended to replace 
him (and Ecevit) in the government. Parliament eventually scheduled elections as Bahceli 
had proposed. Ecevit would later characterize the election as an act of political suicide. 

Election Results 

The voters’ anger over their economic plight produced a political upheaval. Their 
anger was directed at the three governing parties and at the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), which had required the government to undertake a painful macroeconomic reform 
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program in exchange for funds to abate financial crises. Voters threw the coalition 
partners, who together had polled 54% of the vote in 1999, out of office and out of 
parliament. None achieved the 10% of the vote required to enter parliament; together they 
won less than 15% of the vote. About 90% of the members of the old parliament will not 
serve in the new one. Two opposition parties also were purged. Leaders of several losing 
parties have resigned their leadership posts and more resignations are anticipated. Some 
analyses describe the election as the beheading of an entire political class. 

For the first time since 1950, only two parties will be in parliament. For the first 
time since 1987, a single party, not a coalition, will form a government. The Justice and 
Development Party (AKP), which has Islamist roots and is led by Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
won 34.28% of the vote and 363 seats out of 550 and will form the government. The 
Republican People’s Party (CHP), the party of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, founder of the 
secular Turkish Republic, won 19.39% of the vote and 178 seats in parliament; it will 
form the opposition. CHP is led by Denis Baykal. Nine independents will hold seats. 
About 78% of all eligible voters cast ballots. An unprecedented 46% of the electorate 
voted for parties which failed to pass the 10% threshold and many may feel 
disenfranchised by an election outcome that excludes the parties they supported from 
parliament. This may tarnish the AKP’s victory somewhat. 

Election Analysis 

The November 3, 2002, election is being referred to as a major political realignment 
because so many established political parties and leaders were eliminated. The disastrous 
economy was the primary catalyst for the upheaval, and corruption in the ruling class was 
a critical contributing factor. The coalition parties were held responsible for precipitating 
the recession, exacerbating it, and, in some instances, creating obstacles to the economic 
recovery. Their tenure was marred by an unending parade of scandals involving officials 
who allegedly used their government positions for personal enrichment with impunity. 
Voters lacked trust in politicians seen as interested only in themselves and not in the 
masses whom they had impoverished. The scandals alienated voters largely from center- 
right parties which had led the country for most of the 1 990's and whose leaders were seen 
as most dishonest. 1 In 1999, Ecevit and Bahceli had brought their respective left- and 
right-wing parties to power on the strength of their personal honesty. In order for the 
tripartite government to survive, however, they were tied to discredited members of 
ANAP and became tainted by the association. 

The political realignment of November 3 is one of parties and leaders, not one of 
public opinion. The Turkish voters remain predominantly center-right, according to 
analysts, and during the campaign, AKP moved decisively to claim them. AKP cannily 
eschews the label “Islamist,” preferring to be called “conservative democrat” or “Muslim 
democrat, ”in imitation of European Christian democratic parties. At least 50% of AKP’s 
voters are more center- right than Islamist in inclination. They are secularist, and 



1 The two main center right parties are ANAP led by former Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz and 
the True Path Party (DYP) led by former Prime Minister Tansu Ciller. The decline in popularity 
of both parties was sharp. ANAP which first rose to power in 1983 with 45.2% of the vote and 
a majority in parliament; won a bare 5. 1 % in 2002. Its descent failed to make ANAP govern the 
ministries it controlled in ways that might expunge its reputation for corruption. 




